AIFOtec management buys out from Finisar  by unknown
Rockwell’s II-VI contract 
Rbckwell Scientific has received 
a $15,5m contract from the US 
Army Commtmications- 
Electronics Command (CECOM) 
and Night Vision and Electronic 
Sensor Directorate (NVESD) to 
improve production technology 
for 3rd generation infrared sen- 
sors under the Dual-Band Focal 
Plane Array Manufacturing 
(DBFM) progmmme. This will 
leverage Rockwell Scientific 
investment in its new Camarillo 
production facility to mamtfac- 
ture large-format, small pixel, 
dual-band (two-colour) infrared 
focal plane arrays (FPAs). 
The underlying dual-band FPA 
technology represents a signif- 
cant improvement in the army’s 
ability to detect and identify bat- 
tlefield threats at increased 
range with greater accuracy.The 
major objective of DBFM is to 
develop improved manufactur- 
ing processes for dual band 
cooled staring focal plane 
arrays.The prime goal Of this 
42-month programme is to 
increase the yield of high 
performance dual-band FPAs to 
reduce the cost per unit ten- 
fold. The DBFM Programme 
will prepare the army and 
industry to transition into sys- 
tem development and demon- 
stration and low-rate initial pro- 
duction phases. 
Rockwell Scientific’s team 
includes CMC Electronics of 
Cincinnati and Jazz Semicon- 
ductor in Newport Beach CA. 
“This award enables us to build 
upon many technologies pio- 
neered at RSC over the last 15 
years, particularly our HgCdTe 
MBE growth capability and our 
more recent success in large- 
area dual-band FPA technology,” 
said Dr. Jeff Johnson, programme 
manager and project leader at 
Rockwell Scientific. 
“With the team we have assem- 
bled and the capability afforded 
by our great new facilities, I am 
confident that we will achieve 
our goal to become the Army’s 
merchant supplier of choice for 
meeting their future production 
needs of 3G sensors.” 
Perkin Elmer Optoelectronics wins awards 
PerkinElmer Optoelectronics has 
won two Queen’s Awards for 
Enterprise 2003.These were for 
both innovation and trade. It is 
one of only three companies in 
the UK to win in both categories. 
out of 123 companies selected. 
mode dispersion in optical 
Bbres key parameters that 
determine how much data can 
be transmitted over high-speed 
optical networks. 
The award recognises the 
achievements of its 
FD440/Chromosll products, 
portable laptop PC-based 
miniaturised devices for testing 
chromatic and polarisation 
The Chromosl 1 has been used 
to characterise transoceanic 
subrnarine links with lengths in 
excess of 12,OOOkm. measuring 
end-to-end dispersion of 
repeaterless and line-amplified 
systems with minimum net- 
work disruption. 
PerkinElmer also received 
The Queen’s Award for 
International Trade 2003 in 
recognition of its exceptional 
performance in international 
sales to more than 50 
countries. John Murphy, 
President, PerkinElmer 
Optoelectronics said,“The 
Queen’s Awards are a tribute to 
the dedicated and creative 
employees of PerkinElmer 
Optoelectronics.” 
Osram opens new opt0 
Osram will be able to double 
its production capacity of opto 
semiconductors by 2005 says 
Dr Wolf-Dieter Bopst, President 
of Osram who referred to the 
new El 20m Regensburg facto- 
ry built on a 9 acre site with a 
cleanroom area of 3300m2. 
The existing cleanroom area at 
the old Regensburg-West facili- 
ty was unable to cope with the 
growth in capacity, and the two 
factories will work in parallel 
until the entire operation is 
Bettina Froschauer checks a feed 
valve in Osram’s LED fab 
transferred to the new site in 
two years time. 
The location for the factory say 
Osram, was influenced by the 
highly trained workforce in the 
city together with its proximity 
to Osmm’s development 
department also located in 
Regensburg. 
Market research organisations 
are expecting opt0 semicon- 
ductors to enjoy growth rates 
in double figures annually. 
AlFOtec 
management 
buys out 
from Finisar 
Following Sensors Unlimited 
example of buying itself out 
from Finisair, CEO Claus-Georg 
Miiller of laser manufacturer 
AIFOtec of Germany has com- 
pleted another management 
buyout with bank loan funding 
and expected venture capital 
and government grants. 
Finisair which bought AIFOtec 
for $2.3m in 2002 had also 
rebranded it Finisar Europe. 
It has retained a license agree- 
ment which will give it a share 
of any revenue that AIFOtec 
makes from Bbre Bragg grating 
established laser technology 
that was worked on when part 
of Finisar and offers relatively 
low manufacturing costs. 
JDS Uniphase 
still cutting 
staff. 
JDS Uniphase reported a slight 
sequential growth in sales to 
$166m for Ql 2003, compared 
to $157m for the Q4 2002. 
But sales were down 37% com- 
pared to $262m for Ql of 
2002.Thin film product with 
$92m or 56% of sales outshone 
communications products 
which made $74m or 44% of 
total sales. Net loss for the Ql 
of 2003 was $137m or 
lo&hare, compared to a net 
loss of $2 15m, or 15c/share for 
44 2002. In Ql 2002 net loss 
was $4.3bn, or $3.19/share.The 
company is undertaking further 
reductions of employment and 
additional site closures. 
The company estimates net 
sales during the June quarter 
2003 will be in the range of 
$155.$165m with a net loss of 
2-4c/share. 
